
Holy Cross & Sacred Heart Catholic Churches Nuptial Requirements 
  Revised 7/30/2022 
Congratulations on your upcoming wedding!  Thank you for choosing Holy Cross Catholic Church and 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church for this moment in which you enter the Covenant of the Sacrament of 
Marriage.  This document includes a summary of key information and guidelines you will need in 
planning your wedding.  We will be happy to assist you in any way we can and look forward to working 
with you to make your day a memorable one. 
 
Fees 
The church fee is $300 for registered parishioners and $500 for non-parishioners.  This covers the use of 
the church, the utilities, and cleaning the church before and after the wedding.  The entire fee is payable to 
the church no later than 30 days before the scheduled wedding.  Upon availability, the Life House may be 
used for a $75 fee. 
 
Marriage Preparation 
All couples planning to be married at Holy Cross in Bay City, or at Sacred Heart in Wadsworth, need to 
notify the pastor or deacon at least six months before the wedding.  However, notifying the priest or 
deacon even a year in advance is highly recommended.  All couples will be required to attend a number of 
classes and an Engaged Encounter.  After attending Engaged Encounter, please bring the certificate you 
will receive to the church so a copy can be made.  If couples cannot attend the marriage preparation 
classes at Holy Cross due to distance from Bay City, they should arrange to participate in the wedding 
preparation offered by the parish closest to them. 
 
Marriage License 
To meet the requirements of civil law, the marriage license must be obtained at least 72 hours before the 
ceremony, and no longer than 90 days before the ceremony.  Without a valid license, the marriage is not 
recognized by the state as a legal marriage.  However, please bring the marriage license to the priest or 
deacon at least one week before the rehearsal. 
  
Wedding Book 
You will receive a copy of "Together for Life" from Holy Cross Church.  This is a book filled with 
suggested readings and prayers that you will use for the ceremony.  Please turn in your selections at least 
two weeks before the wedding. 
 
Rehearsal 
This is usually scheduled the eve of the wedding.  Please discuss the date and time with the priest or 
deacon.  It is very important that everyone involved in the wedding attend the rehearsal.  This includes all 
attendants, lectors, altar servers, extra ordinary Eucharistic ministers, and gift bearers.  The priest or 
deacon having the wedding will conduct the rehearsal.  Punctuality is expected for the rehearsal. 
 
Wedding Times 
The usual time for a Saturday wedding is 1:00 p.m. or 6:00 p.m. 
 
Church Decorations/Flowers 
You may place flower arrangements on either side of the tabernacle.  Flowers may also be placed by the 
Mary and Joseph statues but must be placed so they do not touch the statues.  Candelabras are acceptable, 
provided you use no drip candles, and place plastic sheeting underneath.  Pew bows may be used.  Please 
attach the bows with pew clips or ribbon, but no adhesive tape. 
 
If you want to leave your flowers after the ceremony for use at the weekend Masses, this is appreciated.  
However, what is appropriate for the liturgical season at the time of your wedding will need to be 
considered.  While flower arrangements can be done by a florist, or person, of your choice, Holy Cross 
Parish has a flower committee that will also provide this service.  Regardless of your wishes in these 
matters, please contact the floral committee (Claire (832)788-3017 or Barbara (979) 479-3210) and let 
them know the details so they can prepare accordingly.  
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Video 
Video cameras are allowed during the ceremony.  They must be off to the side and remain unobtrusive. 
 
Photographer 
Taking as many pictures as possible before the ceremony is encouraged.  Any remaining pictures may be 
taken after the ceremony.  The photographer may take pictures of the wedding party coming down the 
aisle but must remain unobtrusive.  During the ceremony, NO flash may be used, nor may pictures be 
taken from the sanctuary.  Picture taking and cleaning must be completed before 3:30 p.m. 
 
Altar Servers 
If you have a Mass with your wedding, you may have someone that you particularly want to be altar 
servers.  However, it is not required that you have altar servers. 
 
Lectors 
When you are choosing a lector, please keep in mind that he/she will be reading the Word of God.  If 
possible, please use an experienced Catholic lector.  If this is not possible, please take time to appoint and 
notify prior to the rehearsal someone who will read the Word of God with love and respect. 
 
Music 
The church has a beautiful organ and piano at your disposal.  Musical selections need to be liturgically 
appropriate for the occasion. Please see our parish website document Wedding Music List of Suggestions. 
 
Dressing Arrangements 
The chapel can be used by the bride and bridesmaids to dress the day of the wedding. Please clean the 
room and put everything back in place after the ceremony.  You might want to appoint a member of the 
house party for this job.  The groom, groomsmen, and ushers should come to the church already dressed.  
They will not dress in the church or the church office.  
 
Food and Drinks 
Food and drinks are not allowed anywhere in the church.  This includes chewing GUM!  Absolutely no 
alcohol is permitted on church property.  
 
Seed Throwing 
No seed, of any type, may be thrown after the wedding ceremony, either inside or outside the church. 
 
Oddities & Customizing the Ceremony 
Please make every effort to avoid coming up with "odd" ideas and to "customize" the wedding ceremony.  
The marriage ceremony is a sacred celebration and ought to reflect this spirit.  Odd and customized 
approaches typically detract from this spirit. 
 
Affidavit of Free Status 
Four people (two for each of you) will be needed to sign an affidavit of free status. 
 
Baptism Certificate 
Catholic parties must obtain a newly issued baptism certificate.  If you have been baptized in a non-
Catholic denomination, a record of your baptism is also needed. 
 
Witnesses 
Two people are needed as witnesses for your marriage.  (Most use their best man and maid of honor.) 
 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call, as we are here to assist you. 
Holy Cross Parish Office -- 979-245-6379 


